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FASHION DISTRICT ROLLS OUT THE GREEN CARPET ON BROADWAY

Announces Summer Public Art Installation BROADWAY GREEN
NEW YORK, May 17, 2012 – The Fashion Center Business Improvement District (BID) today announced a new public art installation titled Broadway Green that will debut on Broadway Boulevard this summer. Designed by New York City-based environmental artists Patricia Leighton and Del Geist, the exhibit will occupy the Fashion District’s pedestrian plazas from July 9th to August 27th . 
“Everyone knows the Fashion District is America’s fashion capital, but it has emerged in recent years as an artistic center of New York City as well,” said Barbara Randall, president of the Fashion Center BID.  “Broadway Green is part of a new tradition of world-class public art installations in the neighborhood that began three years ago with Sidewalk Catwalk and continued most recently with Figurations and Tour de Fashion.”

 
"With crisp, green grass and striking stands, Broadway Green is far from garden-variety art,” said DOT Commissioner Janette Sadik-Khan. “This installation instantly brightens the streetscape and dresses up the heart of the Fashion District so it is more inviting.”

Broadway Green is a unique sensory experience, introducing a touch of nature and green sculpture of sod and plantings to the Broadway Pedestrian plaza. 
Six elevated green cubes filled with live vegetation and one with green slate will be elevated to symbolize the significance of “Green” philosophy. The galvanized-steel-framed growing sculptures offer a thought-provoking juxtoposition with the surrounding buildings of Time Square and Broadway. The green cubes will extend from 36th Street to 41st Street. 
“As we have concentrated on a vertical city, our green spaces have become more precious,” explained the artist team.  “The Broadway Green installation visually and contextually elevates nature in a traditionally busy, built environment, creating a contemplative natural presence in the vibrant core of New York City.” 

Ms. Leighton has been creating art for more than 25 years, creating large-scale permanent commissions worldwide. Most of her projects are created directly from natural elements including soil, stone, plantings and other indigenous materials. Born in Scotland, Ms. Leighton earned her Bachelor of Arts degree at Edinburgh College of Art. 
For more than 30 years, Mr. Geist has been integrating art into the public realm. He has developed major site-specific artworks throughout the United States and Europe. His work is on display around the world, including the US, England, Germany and South Korea.
Broadway Green will run through July 9 to August 27 and is part of Arterventions, part of the Department of Transportation’s Urban Art Program. The Fashion Center BID and DOT worked closely to coordinate and install the pieces, which enhance the public plazas and make them even more welcoming to New Yorkers and visitors alike.
Please direct media inquiries to Tom Corsillo of The Marino Organization at 212.889.0808 or tom@themarino.org. For more information on the Fashion Center BID’s many art initiatives, please visit www.fashioncenter.com/art. 

The Fashion Center Business Improvement District (www.fashioncenter.com), a not-for-profit corporation, was established in 1993 to improve the quality of life and economic vitality of Manhattan’s Fashion District. Through programs in the areas of streetscape improvements, sanitation and public safety services, marketing and promotions, economic development, and community service, efforts are aimed at promoting the district as a strategic midtown business location and ensuring New York's position as the fashion capital of the world. 


New York City Department of Transportation’s Urban Art Program is part of DOT “World Class Streets” initiative. It works with community-based and not-for-profit organizations to install murals, sculptures and other art forms in plazas and on City bridges, medians, triangles, sidewalks, jersey barriers and construction fences around the City for up to 11 months. For more information, visit www.nyc.gov/dot.
